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ABOUT JUAN JOSÉ GIL 

 

Juan José Gil (Vega de San Mateo, Gran Canaria, 21 January 1947–Las Palmas de Gran Canaria, 1 

May 2023) was one of the most distinctive characters in contemporary art in the Canary Islands. 

Trained at the Escuela Luján Pérez in Las Palmas de Gran Canaria and later at the Escuela Superior 

de Bellas Artes in Santa Cruz de Tenerife, from the outset he developed an artistic practice linked 

both to artistic experimentation and to cultural and social engagement. 

From 1962 until 1972, he attended modelling classes taught by Abraham Cárdenas at the Luján 

Pérez School. In 1964, he won second prize for sculpture at the 1st University Competition of 

Plastic Arts, held in Las Palmas de Gran Canaria. During this period, he also took part in the 

exhibition of the 11th Biennial of the Gabinete Literario in Las Palmas de Gran Canaria. 

In the early 1970s, he embarked on an intense period of artistic and collective activity that would 

shape the development of new contemporary practices in the Canary Islands. In 1972, he 

presented his first solo exhibition at the Sala Lisón in Las Palmas de Gran Canaria, an 

environmental installation comprising drawings, watercolours and burlap works. 

In 1975, he founded the Contacto I collective, alongside Tony Gallardo and Juan Luis Alzola. The 

group promoted artistic, educational, and audiovisual initiatives aimed at collective participation 

and demystifying the traditional role of the artist. That same year, they organised a series of 

visual and audiovisual events at the Tomás Morales Secondary School, which were shut down by 

government order days later, in the final days of Franco’s dictatorship. Contacto I organised 

various public events and group exhibitions alongside key figures in Canarian art, including 

Martín Chirino. 

In 1976, Juan José Gil co-authored, alongside other Canarian intellectuals, the so-called 

Manifesto de El Hierro, a document calling for greater recognition of Canarian culture. That same 

year, he also participated in the drafting of the Documento Afrocán, considered the movement’s 

second manifesto. 
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From the late 1970s onwards, he developed his own pictorial language, characterised by material 

experimentation, the inclusion of unconventional elements, and a profound reflection on the 

island´s identity, territory, and memory. In 1978, he presented the Pintura-Pintura series for the 

first time at the Sala Conca in La Laguna and subsequently at the Galería Balos in Las Palmas de 

Gran Canaria. 

In 1980, he held a solo exhibition at the Galería Leyendecker in Santa Cruz de Tenerife, 

incorporating glass microspheres into his work—a technique previously unseen on the Spanish 

art scene. During the 1980s and 1990s, he developed some of his most significant series, 

including Antropotaburete, Paraislas, Fragmentos de la Isla San Borondón, Ciudadano del Mar, 

Ulises, Orilla and Del equilibrio. 

His work has been featured in numerous solo and group exhibitions in the Canary Islands, 

mainland Spain and abroad, including various editions of ARCO and international projects such 

as Canarias 84 in New York and From the Volcano. Twenty Century Artists from the Canaries, 

exhibited in Washington, New York, and Caracas. 

Among the most notable solo exhibitions of his career are La Casa (Galería Radach Novaro, 

1985); Ciudadano del Mar (Rayuela Gallery, Madrid, 1991); Orilla (La Regenta Art Centre, 1993); 

Del equilibrio (Galería Magda Lázaro, 1996); Estancias (1998), Dis Frutes (2000), Del tiempo, el 

espacio y la luz (2004) —held to mark his admission to the Real Academia Canaria de San Miguel 

Arcángel— Elogio de la salida (2005) and Almendros en flor (2008). 

Throughout his career, he also took part in major group exhibitions such as Frontera Sur, Arte 

Canario: Identidad y cosmopolitismo, Eduardo y Maud Westerdahl, Dos miradas del siglo XX, Islas 

raíces: visions insulares en la vanguardia de Canarias and the II Bienal de Canarias: Arquitectura, 

Arte y Paisaje. 

Juan José Gil’s work constitutes a fundamental contribution to the renewal of contemporary 

artistic practices in the Canary Islands since the 1970s. His artistic production, permeated by 

reflections on landscape, insularity, memory and collective experience, holds a unique position 

within contemporary Spanish art. 

He passed away in Las Palmas de Gran Canaria in 2023, leaving behind an extensive artistic career 

and a profound influence on several generations of Canarian artists. In 2024, the Fundación 

MAPFRE Canarias dedicated a tribute exhibition to him, Mi sancta sanctōrum, curated by Alicia 

Batista, an intimate exploration of his creative universe, drawn from works preserved in his 

personal studio. (fundacionmapfrecanaria.org) 
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Selected exhibitions 

Solo exhibitions 

1972 — First solo exhibition. Sala Lisón, Las Palmas de Gran Canaria. 

1974 — Solo exhibition. Sala Tahor, Las Palmas de Gran Canaria. 

1978 — Pintura-Pintura. Sala Conca, La Laguna, Tenerife; subsequently at Galería Balos, Las 

Palmas de Gran Canaria. 

1980 — Solo exhibition. Galería Leyendecker, Santa Cruz de Tenerife. 

1981 — Pinturas 80-81. Casa de Colón and Galería Vegueta, Las Palmas de Gran Canaria. 

1985 — La Casa. Galería Radach Novaro, Gran Canaria. 

1988 — Fragmentos de la Isla de San Borondón. Club Prensa Canaria, Las Palmas de Gran Canaria, 

and Círculo de Bellas Artes, Santa Cruz de Tenerife. 

1990 — Suite La Rama o Adentro, afuera, antes y ahora. Sala Antigafo FLAMA, Agaete, Gran 

Canaria. 

1991 — Ciudadano del Mar. Galeria Rayuela, Madrid. 

1991 — De la memoria sincrética. Galería Vegueta, Las Palmas de Gran Canaria. 

1992 — Ciudadano del Mar. Círculo de Bellas Artes, Santa Cruz de Tenerife. 

1992 — Ulises. Club Prensa Canaria, Las Palmas de Gran Canaria. 

1993 — Orilla. Centro de Arte La Regenta, Las Palmas de Gran Canaria. 

1994 — Orilla. Sala de Exposiciones La Granja, Santa Cruz de Tenerife. 

1994 — Orilla. Palacio de Salazar, Santa Cruz de La Palma. 

1994 — Orilla. Museo de Arte Contemporáneo Castillo de San José, Arrecife, Lanzarote. 

1995 — Orilla. Sala de Exposiciones del Cabildo de Fuerteventura, Puerto del Rosario. 

1996 — Del equilibrio. Galería Magda Lázaro, Santa Cruz de Tenerife. 

1997 — Del equilibrio. Galería Veguet, Las Palmas de Gran Canaria. 

1998 — Estancias. Installation and intervention at La Cochera del Toril, Las Palmas de Gran 

Canaria. 

2000 — Dis Frutes. Galería Vegueta, Las Palmas de Gran Canaria. 

2004 — Del tiempo, el espacio y la luz. Gabinete Literario de Las Palmas de Gran Canaria and 

Círculo de Bellas Artes de Santa Cruz de Tenerife. 
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2005 — Elogio de la salida. Fundación Canaria Mapfre Guanarteme, Las Palmas de Gran Canaria 

and La Laguna, Tenerife. 

2008 — Almendros en Flor. Museo La Caldereta, Vega de San Mateo, Gran Canaria. 

2009 — Memorario I Parte. Club Prensa Canaria, Las Palmas de Gran Canaria. 

2010 — Indagaciones. Juan José Gil 2000–2010. Sala de Exposiciones del Instituto de Canarias 

Cabrera Pinto, La Laguna, Tenerife. (racba.es) 

2024 — Mi sancta sanctōrum. Fundación MAPFRE Canarias, Las Palmas de Gran Canaria. 

Posthumous tribute exhibition curated by Alicia Batista. (fundacionmapfrecanarias.org) 

 

Group exhibitions and notable projects 

1975 — Exposición de Contacto I junto a Martín Chirino. Galería Yles, Las Palmas de Gran Canaria. 

1976 — Experiencias Arte en la calle. Casino de Telde, Tres Palmas and La Isleta, Gran Canaria. 

1976 — Mural 76 (Botticelli). Ateneo de La Laguna and Círculo de Bellas Artes, Santa Cruz de 

Tenerife. 

1976 — Katay 76. Castillo de La Luz, Las Palmas de Gran Canaria. 

1982 — Homenaje a Martín Chirino. Casa de Colón and Galería Balos, Las Palmas de Gran 

Canaria. 

1983 — ARCO 83. Galería Leyendecker, Madrid. 

1984 — ARCO 84. Galería Leyendecker, Madrid. 

1984 — Canarias 84. Spanish Tourist Office, New York, and Columbia University, New York. 

1987 — Frontera Sur. Touring exhibition in Madrid, Vitoria, Lisbon, Barcelona, and Murcia. 

1989 — ARCO 89. Galería Vegueta, Madrid. 

1989 — Canarios en la Rama. Urban intervention organised by FLAMA 89, Agaete. 

1993 — From the Volcano. Twenty Century Artists from the Canaries. Washington D.C., New York, 

and Caracas. 

1998 — Arte Canario. Identidad y cosmopolitismo. Círculo de Bellas Artes, Madrid. 

1999 — Arte Canario. Identidad y cosmopolitismo. Instituto Cervantes, Paris. 

2000 — Obeliscos conmemorativos. Street art, Santa Catalina Park, Las Palmas de Gran Canaria. 

2002 — ARCO 02, Polis series. Galería Vegueta, Madrid. 

2002 — La Colección 1. Centro Atlántico de Arte Moderno (CAAM), Las Palmas de Gran Canaria. 
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2003 — Inaugural group exhibition at Art Gaspar, Las Palmas de Gran Canaria. 

2003 — En torno a Picasso. Galería Art Gaspar, Las Palmas de Gran Canaria. 

2004 — Paraíso y emigración. Proyecto Canarias Crea, Madrid Botanic Garden. 

2004 — Circuito Insular de Artes Plásticas. Cabildo de Gran Canaria. 

2004 — Imágenes de la Ciudad. Edificio Miller, Las Palmas de Gran Canaria. 

2005 — Eduardo y Maud Westerdahl. Dos miradas del siglo XX. Centro Atlántico de Arte 

Moderno (CAAM), Las Palmas de Gran Canaria. 

2005 — Islas raíces: visiones insulares en la vanguardia de Canarias. Centro Cultural CajaCanarias 

and Centro de Arte La Regenta. 

2005 — Frutos de la Tierra. Museo Casa de Colón, Las Palmas de Gran Canaria. 

2006 — Tribute to Lola Massieu. Centro de Artes Plásticas del Cabildo de Gran Canaria. 

2008 — Tribute to Rosa Mª Buerles. Centro de Artes Plásticas y Galería Vegueta, Las Palmas de 

Gran Canaria. 

2009 — II Bienal de Canarias: Arquitectura, Arte y Paisaje. Centro de Arte La Recova, Santa Cruz 

de Tenerife. Exposición colectiva La entidad y su patrimonio. Fondos artísticos de CajaCanarias, 

CICCA, Las Palmas de Gran Canaria (January) and Centro Juan Ismael, Fuerteventura (April).  

2009 — Tribute to Juan Luis Gallardo exhibition, Centro de Arte La Regenta, Las Palmas de Gran 

Canaria.  

2009 — Group exhibition Estío, Galería Mácula, Santa Cruz de Tenerife.  

2009 — Group exhibition Diálogos, Centro de Arte La Regenta, Las Palmas de Gran Canaria.  

2009 — Group exhibition Un rincón para el arte, Galería Mácula, Tenerife. 

2010 — Travelling group exhibition Pintura canaria del siglo XX, Bratislava Municipal Gallery, 

Slovakia; New Town Hall, Prague, Czech Republic; Instituto Cervantes de Varsovia, Poland 

2011 — Reinventar la isla. San Martín Centro de Cultura Contemporánea, Las Palmas de Gran 

Canaria. 

2012 — 25 años de arte en Canarias. Centro de Arte La Regenta, Las Palmas de Gran Canaria. 

2013 — Paralelismos e influencias en el arte canario del siglo XX. CICCA, Centro de Iniciativas de 

la Caja de Canarias, Las Palmas de Gran Canaria. 40 años después de los 70 en Canarias. 

Fundación Canaria MAPFRE Guanarteme and La Laguna, Tenerife. 

2014 — La isla ilesa. Travesías insulares en la colección del TEA. TEA, Tenerife Espacio de las 

Artes, Tenerife. 
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2017 — Renovación y utopía. Colección del CAAM. San Martín Centro de Cultura 

Contemporánea, Las Palmas de Gran Canaria. Pintura y poesía. La tradición canaria del siglo XX 

(“Ut pictura poesis”). TEA, Tenerife Espacio de las Artes, Tenerife. 

2022 — INTER-SECCIONES. Real Academia de Bellas Artes de San Miguel Arcángel (RACBA) and 

Universidad de Las Palmas de Gran Canaria, Vice-Rectorate for Culture, Sport, and Social 

Engagement at the ULPGC, Las Palmas de Gran Canaria. 

2023 — ISLA DE ARTE. Una colección para el Museo de Bellas Artes de Gran Canaria. Centro 

Atlántico de Arte Moderno (CAAM), Las Palmas de Gran Canaria. 

 

Awards and honours 

1964 — Sculpture Award at the 1st University Visual Arts Competition organized by Real Club 

Victoria, Gran Canaria. 

1980 — Second Painting Prize, XVIII Bienal Internacional del Gabinete Literario, Las Palmas de 

Gran Canaria. 

2004 — Full member of the Real Academia Canaria de Bellas Artes de San Miguel Arcángel. 

2023 — A posthumous tribute from the Academy’s Panoramic Collection. An audiovisual piece 

by the Real Academia Canaria de Bellas Artes, Casa de Colón, Las Palmas de Gran Canaria. 

 

 


